Girl Scout Invasive Species Badge Exercise:
(Complete & return at next meeting Girl Scout Troop #329, Tuesday Oct. 17th)


Question #1)  Explain what “biodiversity” is and why you think it’s good for nature and people:

 “Biodiversity is the whole variety of life forms and the ways they interact.  It gives people a lot of choice in what they can eat and see.”

 “Biodiversity is different types of life and their interactions.  It is good because everything depends on something else, including the other plants and animals.”

“I think it’s good for nature and people because it is the chain of life and we couldn’t live without it.”


Question #2) Name 3 species that have invaded (or may invade) Alaska (at least 1 from water & 1 from land):

Species named -- northern pike, orange hawkweed, purple loosestrife, New Zealand mudsnail, zebra mussels, Atlantic salmon, and of course – rats!


Question #3)  Pick 2 of the 3 species and explain how it might have gotten to Alaska (what “pathway” it used):

“The purple loosestrife came from Europe but it came to Alaska when people planted it in their gardens.  Orange hawkweed can come from gardens, or maybe traveled with ships?”

“Purple loosestrife probably got here because it escaped from people’s gardens.  Orange hawkweed might have come on people’s boots and gear.”

“Purple loosestrife got here from being a garden plant and spreading its seeds.  Zebra mussels can live on boats that travel to Alaska.”


Question #4)  Pick 1 of the 3 species (from #2) and tell how it can hurt wild Alaska (or Alaskans!):

“The purple loosestrife invades a wetland and chokes out the native plants.  It fills in the ponds and then ducks and birds have no open water.”

“Purple loosestrife clogs up streams so salmon can’t get through.”

“Norway rats would kill birds that are native to our State.”

Question #5)  Explain at least two ways to control invasive species (or stop them from spreading further):

“Pick the plant and root, and bag it.”
“Don’t plant non-native plants in your garden.”
“Weed pulls.”
“Tell other people about them so they won’t spread them.”
“To stop plants you would need to pull up the plants and the roots too.”

Question # 6)  Invent your own invader and explain how it could get to Alaska, what harm it might do & how you would help people to get rid of it – be as creative as you want (you can even draw a picture of it!)

Cassie:  (Drawing of two mice in cage)  “My invaders are:  Browny and Twinkle, my two pet mice that I brought from Oregon to Alaska.  One day they got out and had a lot of babies.  Owls started eating them and getting sick.  A lynx also ate some and got very sick.  Soon there may be no owls or lynx left!”

Mila:  (Drawing of a green, purple and black creature that looked like a cross between an anteater and an armadillo -- & it’s spitting!)  “My invader is the ooglamoo.  Some people may have had them as pets and they escaped, or the eggs could have been carried unknowingly to Alaska.  The ooglamoo spits its poisonous spit at a speed of 650 mph at its prey, then goes over and sees if it wants to eat it.  If it doesn’t, it leaves it for dead.  It doesn’t hurt humans, but it does hurt a lot of other animals.  The only way to get rid of it is to put all of them in an area with nothing to spit at but the others, then eventually there will only be one left and it will die of old age.”

Taylor:  (Drawing of flower)  “Fire flower is a plant that kills every plant in its path.  It was a test plant and it got to Alaska by sticking to people’s shoes.  The only way to stop it is to pull up the plant and the roots and spray the hole with vinegar.”


Question #7)  Check here _______ if you participated in the purple loosestrife pull at Chester Creek – or -- Bring 2 weeds to the next Girl Scout meeting (inside 2 plastic bags – don’t spread the weed seeds!!) – or:  Check here ______ if you went online & played one or both of the invasive species games. (All girls who got their patches checked participation in the purple loosestrife pull.)
